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Jan. 22, 1999  
ELECTION:  
There were some concerns voiced by tribal members as to the validity of the write-in candidates being 
able to run in the final election. The question that was raised was whether it was constitutional for 
candidates whose name did not appear on the ballot in the Primary were able to run as a write-in in the 
final. 

There is nothing stated in the Menominee Constitution that would disallow tribal members to run as a 
write-in according to Davey Jean Peters, Secretary of the Election Commission. However, candidates 
are required to take out nomination papers that must be filed with the election office by the specified 
deadline with a minimum of 100 signatures of enrolled tribal members. The purpose of tribal members 
being certified when they take out nomination papers is to ensure that their name will appear on the 
Primary ballot and that they are an enrolled member.

Those tribal members who decide to run as a write-in candidate are taking a risk of not being elected 
because their name does not appear on the ballot. Historically, there has never been a write-in candidate 
elected.

According to the election office, there were 1117 votes cast in the final election which included Neopit, 
Keshena and absentee ballots. The final election was held on Wednesday, January 13 in Neopit and 
Thursday, January 14 in Keshena.

The swearing-in ceremony will be held on Tuesday, February 9, 1999 in the Blackhawk room at the 
Menominee Nation Casino in Keshena, Wisconsin.

BURIAL: 

"The ruling offsets a national precedent that is bound to help tribes in other states, which are still 
fighting this issue," said Jim Jones of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council. Progress has already been 
made on returning to Indian tribes skeletal remains that can be directly linked to present-day tribes. 
Now the federal government has given a state permission to repatriate and rebury remains that are too 
old to be tied to any particular tribe.

"The objection has always been, 'We don't know who to give them to,'" Dudzik said. "But the fact is, 
we know they're Indians." The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Review 
Committee approved the new policy. Dudzik said in a letter to the committee that 'a sense of common 
decency' was at stake. "To have decided otherwise, to have left the remains of these people in boxes 
and on shelves for an indefinite future, would have only resulted in continuing rancor and pain," he said.

Most of the remains are at Hamline University, which is serving as an intermediary between the various 
institutions that once held them and the American Indian community. Indian leaders hope to start the 
reburials as soon as this spring, said Jones, a member of the Leech Lake band of Chippewa, and they 
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may organize a major ceremony to mark the historic occasion.

One point of contention remains. The federal government says it does not have legal authority to 
authorize the reburial of objects such as pottery that were buried with bodies and later collected by 
scientists. "It doesn't make sense to us that we can't do that," Jones said. Those who don't appreciate the 
importance of that should imagine their grandma's grave being disturbed and her wedding ring being 
separated from her remains, said Tom Trow, chairman of the University of Minnesota's Committee on 
Repatriation of Cultural Property. Dudzik said the imminence of reburial is good for science because it 
has forced scientists to document what they have. "We have gained information because some of these 
collections were poorly documented, if they were documented at all," he said.

The federal government got involved in the dispute in the 1980s as Indian leaders grew more outspoken 
about the racism they felt was involved in digging up their ancestors' graves. Most experts were 
grateful for the federal push but say federal involvement has made everything more cumbersome for 
states such as Minnesota that were already on their way to consensus.

Francis McManamon, manager of the National Park Service's Archeology and Ethnography Program, 
said Minnesota is the first state to strike a deal that applies to all of its human remains. Iowa is the only 
other state that is close, he said. "Minnesota came forward with a solution that everyone agreed to, 
which recognizes the scientific value but also that ultimately some repose should be afforded," he said. 
Jones said the reburials are overdue. "The feeling in Indian country is that these remains belong back in 
the ground," he said. "They've been sitting on shelves long enough.
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